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Key Players in the Local Economy
IMPAC Ports are located throughout the region. They welcome 
cruise ships to Sydney, ship seafood from Digby and energy 
products from Bay Bulls. They receive important construction 
materials in Charlottetown. Investments in IMPAC Ports are 
investments in communities and industries across the region. 
But the importance of our Ports to our communities and 
economies is often misunderstood. We need to step forward 
and communicate with citizens, business and industry  
advocates, as well as elected officials in all orders of government.

The Blue Economy
Almost 40% of Atlantic Canada’s cargo moves through IMPAC 
ports, as do 18% of Ferry rides in Canada and – in a normal 
year – over 574,000 cruise visitors. The Government of Canada 
is developing a strategy to reinvest in the ocean sector and 
“build back better – and bluer.” This is a tremendous opportunity 
for IMPAC’s member Ports to ready for the post-pandemic 
economy. Our Association is making sure that our voice is heard.

Impact of Climate Change and Playing our Part
Given the significance of the IMPAC Ports to the Atlantic  
Economy and the increasing impacts of climate change on 
our shoreline infrastructure, it is critical that infrastructure 
investments be made in our region’s independent ports.

Our Ports are often located in vulnerable locations – rising sea 
levels, coastal erosion and changing weather patterns mean 
that we need to invest in our Ports to shore up these assets.

We also play an important role in lowering the carbon footprint 
of the transportation industry. IMPAC Ports can bring the  
resources and products of Atlantic Canada to the world efficiently 
and effectively. We can do more, but investment is required. 

It’s Time
While we are facing many challenges, this is a time of opportunity  
for IMPAC. As an organization, we are retooling – improving our 
focus on advocacy and awareness, as well as sharing information 
with our Membership.

As President of IMPAC, I also want to make sure that we take  
advantage of today’s opportunities: Governments are investing  
in a greener future and Ports will be a major part of that. 

Our infrastructure has to be secured and modernized to 
position our Ports to play a role in moving the economy of 
tomorrow.

MIKE COCHRANE, 
President IMPAC

Moving the Economy
Our message is clear: Marine Ports have never been more important. As the global economy  
begins to rebound from the shock of the COVID-19 pandemic and as a world-wide push for Green 
Infrastructure takes hold, it’s time for IMPAC Ports to step forward.



While many ports in Atlantic Canada were  
negatively impacted by the significant global  
economic downturn due to the COVID-19  
Pandemic, the Port of Corner Brook was able  
to strategically grow and expand with the start  
of an international container service. 

CBPC is a non-profit community-based organization responsible 
for the stewardship and ongoing maintenance of the Port of 
Corner Brook. All profits generated are reinvested back into 
port infrastructure, facility maintenance and capital projects. 
Securing diversified revenue streams has always been a major 
focus of the port with three lines of business: industrial  
operations, real estate and cruise tourism.  

After several years of planning and strategic investments,  
the Corner Brook Port was proud to launch an international 
container service with MSC (Mediterranean Shipping Company) 
in June 2020 at the height of the pandemic. Maintaining 
focus, diligence and motivation, project partners completed 
hiring, training, delivery, and commissioning of equipment to 
maintain the scheduled launch date of the container service 
while ensuring the safety of essential workers, staff, contractors 
and other partners. This new venture started as a bi-weekly 
service, but due to the rising and consistent cargo volumes 
the service moved to a weekly schedule four months later in 
October of 2020. The Port of Corner Brook handled 89,000 metric 
tonnes of inbound and outbound cargo at its facility in 2020. 
Containerized cargo contributed nearly 50,000 metric tonnes. 
 
Total Cargo Volumes in 2020:
Inbound – 164,715 MT

Outbound – 96,338 MT

Total – 261, 053 MT

The port was able to support the expansion of infrastructure 
to increase operational efficiency and access international  
markets with funding from the National Trade Corridors Fund, 
the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador, Logistec Stevedoring 
Inc., and Corner Brook Port Corporation. These funds were 
used to purchase a 125-tonne eco-efficient mobile harbour 
crane and two reach stackers. Stevedoring partner Logistec 
Stevedoring Inc. also purchased a reach stacker, shunt trucks, 
chassis and other equipment. 
 
The port was expecting record cruise ship calls for the 2020 
and 2021 seasons, however both seasons were cancelled due 
to the travel ban on cruise ships in Canada implemented by 
the Government of Canada due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
The ban on cruising in Canada was lifted on November 1, 
2021, and the Port is looking forward to welcoming 22 ships 
for the 2022 season. The Port is preparing to upgrade its facilities 
prior to the start of the 2022 cruise season to enhance the 
cruise passenger and crew experience. Port enhancements  
include a market area, performance space, seating, washrooms, 
WIFI upgrades, selfie spots, landscaping, and paved walkways. 
Through a partnership with the Atlantic Canada Cruise Association  
the port is offering workshops for community stakeholders 
to ensure a safe and 
successful resumption 
of cruising. 

  CONTACT 
61 Riverside Dr. 
Corner Brook 
Newfoundland  
and Labrador 
A2H 6T2 

cornerbrookport.com 
1-709-634-6600

Get to Know Your Port 
Like much of the world, Atlantic Canada’s network of  
independent marine ports have faced challenges during  
the coronavirus pandemic, including the cancelation of two 
consecutive cruise seasons, balancing the on-going movement 
of cargo and public health restrictions - all while preparing for 
the opportunities and challenges of the post-pandemic future.

The Independent Marine Ports Association of Atlantic Canada 
(IMPAC) is a network of 15 Atlantic Canadian ports including 
five from Newfoundland and Labrador, five from Nova Scotia, 
three from Prince Edward Island and two from New Brunswick. 

Perhaps the best example is the results related to the expansion 
of the Cruise Industry, led by the Atlantic Canada Cruise  
Association. As IMPAC’s member Ports ready for the post- 
pandemic economy, there are increased opportunities and 
even more need for enhanced collaboration. 

IMPAC Ports is ready to spread the word about the importance 
and needs of our region’s ports. The Ports are tremendous  
assets to communities and economies throughout the Atlantic 
Region. Investments in IMPAC Ports are investments in 
communities and industries across the region. We encourage 
media throughout the region to learn about your local port. 
We encourage elected officials – Municipal, Province and 
Federal – to explore what your Port has to offer and to support 
them in their efforts to renew at this important moment. 

To all residents of coastal communities in Atlantic Canada: 
Get to Know Your Port!

Featured Port:
Corner Brook Port CorporationGlobal trade is transforming and IMPAC is positioning itself to better advance the interests of our membership. More than ever, 

effective communications – whether with Government Partners, Community Stakeholders or Local Residents – is vital to the success 
of our IMPAC Ports. To position you for success, we have undergone a significant update to our Brand, our communications assets 
and our approach to advocacy on your behalf. 

To emphasize the importance of IMPAC Ports to our regional economy, our association will showcase how we are “Moving the 
Economy” of Atlantic Canada. We are complimenting this positioning with an updated logo, website and promotional materials - 
including Infographics. Atlantic Canadians need to understand who we are and what we do!  Check us out at impacports.com!

TERRY MURPHY
Executive Director, IMPAC Ports

Unveiling our Updated Brand

Year to date in 2021 the port  
has exported 161,929 metric  
tons of containerized cargo  
to 37 countries. 

https://impacports.com/


Welcome News: The Return of Cruise Ships in 2022 
The announcement that cruise ships can return to Canadian 
waters as of November 1, 2021 was welcome news to many 
IMPAC Ports.

Not only are cruise ships important clients for our ports, to the 
residents of our Towns and Cities, they show how we move 
the economy in our communities. Foot traffic in downtowns 
and tours to our tourism and cultural venues are a vital income 
boost to business in every Atlantic Province.

Prior to the pandemic-related closure of the industry, over 
$347.2 million and over 2,000 jobs were contributed by  
the annual visits of hundreds of cruise ships to ports across 
Atlantic Canada.

Most exciting is that the industry appears to be poised for a 
sharp rebound. Port Authorities across the region are reporting 
strong bookings and the excitement is building among local 
businesses.

With ships returning as early as mid-April, we are now focusing 
on ensuring that it is a safe return. When we see cruise ships 
in our ports once again, it will be a great ‘shot-in-the-arm’ for 
our ports, our communities and our tourism sector!

CONTACT INFO:
Phone: 902-432-2498
Email: info@impacports.com
Mailing Address: Terry Murphy, Executive Director 
103 Baglole Ave. Summerside, PEI C1N 5G5


